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e 6. Wilderness
e

In Attack of the Killer Komodos, Maggie
and Nate solve clues left behind by
unusual animals.

It you'd like to learn more about the
animals creeping about near you, this
guide can help.

Wild animals are often sneaky so you'll
need to do some detective work.




The Clues: Animal,
Tracks

Animal tracks can tell you a lot about
nearby critters, such as their roaming
grounds, if they travel alone or in o
group, and their routines. For example,
zig-zagging tracks indicate a creature
was looking for food, while straighter
tracks hint that the animal was headed
somewhere with a purpose.

Use the following pages to get tamiliar
with common animal tracks, and
discover what species are in your area.
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The Clues: Animal,
Scat

Scat, dung, guano. Any way you say it,
it's kind of gross. But you might be
surprised how much you can learn from
what animals leave behind. For
example, herbivores like deer or rabbits
have scat filled with plant fibers. While
carnivores like wolves and foxes leave
scat with bones and fur.

The next page offers a few examples
for the curious wilderness detective.
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Jm Animal

Komodo Dragons, one of the stars of
Attack of the Killer Komodos, are only
native to a few islands in Indonesia. So,
unless you're headed there, you
probably won't get to see this giant's
nome. However, chances are your area
nas plenty of wildlitfe of its own.

ike tracks and scat, animal homes are
another way to sleuth out what
creatures might be living nearby. The
following pages offer some habitat
clues.
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Butterfly Prairie Dog
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Inuestlgatetlw
scene!

Attack of the Killer Komodos is
set in Yellowstone National
Park, but you don't have to go
that far to encounter wild
animals. Simply head to o
local nature preserve, park, or
even your own backyard. Keep
an eye out ftor tracks, scat,
and animal habitats.

Keep a record of the clues you
gather here. Remember to use
all five senses!




Maggie kept a record
ot her tindings in her
trusty journal. Try
sketching something
you spotted outside
that caught your
interest.
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